Dr. Arnold Demain, who was from 1969 to 2001 Professor at the MIT in Cambridge (Massachusetts) and since 2001 Emeritus Professor at the Drew University in New Jersey, died on April 3^rd^ 2020 at the age of 92 from complications of COVID-19. It is only a short time ago when I congratulated him to his 90^th^ birthday.

Professor Demain had a very successful life in academia with more than 500 publications, several books and patents on one side. He received not only five honorary doctorates (Universities of Leon, Ghent, Technion, Michigan State and Münster), he became also member of several National Academies of Sciences (United States, Mexico, Hungary) and he is on the Board of Governors of the American Academy of Microbiology. On the other side he gained a long lasting experience in industry being a member or consultant of companies like 'Merck Sharp & Dohme' and 'Cetus Corporation' and others where he was responsible for such important areas like biotechnological food industry, technical enzymes, production and development of antibiotics and many other important areas. The knowledge and competence of Arnold Demain and his many contacts made him to one of the world's most eminent industrial microbiologist.

Arnold Demain was for decades an Associate Editor of the journal *'Applied Microbiology and Biotechnology'* and had an invaluable positive impact for the development of this journal. His activity and engagement laid the basis for the success of the journal.

It was a great experience and pleasure to see his great humanity. He was a great humanist. It was always very inspiring and stimulating to meet him personally on various occasions, on congresses or during Editorial Board meetings of the journal and to discuss the further development of the journal.

Thank you! Good bye Arny -- I will miss you!

Münster, in April 2020 Alexander Steinbüchel
